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The Sword of the Spirit 


CARDINAL HINSLEY 


Radio address delivered by the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Westminster. 


N? words of mine are needed to depict the horrors of 
modern warfare. The sword was once the symbol 
of justice. The sword was once the instrument of 
chivalrous defense of the weak against the strong. Now 
it has been replaced by the mine, the bomb, and the tor- 
pedo, by electric, chemical, and mechanical inventions 
for destruction. The high achievements of science have 
been prostituted to serve barbarism. This proves once 
and for all that material progress, in itself, does not 
make for peace, prosperity, and happiness any more 
than it makes for the exact opposite. Mere material 
progress will improve the world only if it be governed 
by spiritual principles—that is, in obedience to the law 
of right and wrong. 

I do not want to dwell now on that material warfare 
whose destructiveness grows with the growth of human 
knowledge and human invention. Instead I wish to 
speak of something which lies at a deeper level, and 
from which this material warfare of the nations ulti- 
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mately proceeds. I wish to speak of the battle which 
goes on in the inmost hearts of men, of that spiritual 
conflict inside each man resulting in the triumph of 
good or of evil in the outward world. Therefore, I have 
entitled this talk “the sword of the spirit.” For so 
Saint Paul calls that struggle of the good will in us 
against the power of our perverse inclinations. By that 
victory—the victory of the spirit over the flesh—alone 
shall we obtain true freedom and true peace. 


SPIRITUAL VALUES MUST PREDOMINATE 


Spiritual values must predominate and prevail or 
else the material warfare will continue to spread ruin 
over the earth. 

Now the values of the spirit are truth, justice, and 
charity—charity; the love of our fellow men in God. 
These values receive their full meaning and final power 
from the Christmas message: “Glory be to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, peace to men of good will.” 

I am convinced that Britain has engaged in this war 
in the main for the defense of the things of the spirit. 
She has taken up arms in the cause of justice and free- 
dom. They who take the sword from lust of power or 
for racial or party aims shall perish. Against such, 
armed force may justly defend and protect our coun- 
try and the rights of nations. Yet in the end the 
“sword of the spirit” will alone convert unjust assail- 
ants and recreate peace and good will. 

Now I respect the sincere convictions of others, 
and I hope for consideration when I express my own. 
I have before my mind the lessons of history and also 
the great traditional body of doctrine which sets forth 
for the moral guidance of mankind principles which 
are above both national and racial interests. These 
principles are clearly stated in the great pastoral let- 
ters of the Popes from Leo XIII to the present pontiff 

Pius XII. In particular the peace note of Benedict 
XV, issued in 1917, pleads for the supremacy of right 
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ch over might, and also for a real and agreed peace be- 
al tween combatants whether victors or vanquished. I 
of love my country with the loyalty which my Faith en- 
ve joins and which the example of Christ commends to us. 
so Ido not disguise, nor do I condone the mistakes or 
us misdeeds which my countrymen have at different times 
iat committed. Yet I do maintain that our present rulers 
yne have done all in their power to preserve peace through 


the agreed settlement of past wrongs. 
A cynical and systematic disregard for truth, a reck- 
less breaking of the plighted word, the brutality of 




















or force and ruthless persecution; these are the imme- 
uin diate causes of the present war. Of these I hold my 
country guiltless. Britain, I repeat, has had as a prin- 
and cipal motive for entering the war the defense of the 
‘od. interests of the spirit, the defense of personal and cor- 
wer porate liberty. And even if our critics, here and in 
the other countries, allege that our motives for entering 
ill.” the war were mixed and tainted with self-interest in 
war some shape or other, what I have just said and shall 
irit. say, makes it quite possible to fight this war without 
ree- any thought of self-interest at all. Such wicked injus- 
r or tices have been done at any rate to Poland and Fin- 
uch, land, such horrible cruelties have been inflicted upon 
oun- innocent defenseless peasant populations; so violent 
the —so violent a de-Christianization of vast regions has 
sail- been attempted and threatened, that we, each of us, 
tan support this fight wholeheartedly on behalf of jus- 
hers, tice, charity, and the salvation of souls. And if we 
own. tan we ought, and since I know the people of my native 
also land, I boldly say we will. By the spirit Britain will 
forth conquer, and Britain will sheathe the sword the mo- 
vhich ment her opponents yield to the force of right and to 
These & the claims of freedom. 
sa CIVILIZATION NOURISHED BY A CHRISTIAN FAITH 
edict This is a fundamental matter. Look on the globe, 





and you will see that Europe is very much the smallest 
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of the Continents, a little peninsula at the end of the 
vast land-mass of Asia. Yet this small territory has 
led the world for centuries, and is the parent of modern 
civilization, all that is good in it as well as all that is 
bad, all over the world. What has generated so much 
power, moral, mental, physical, in so small an area? 
The answer is that our civilization has been nourished 
and made by our Christian Faith, with its reverence 
for the individual as an immortal soul. Because of 
this, both the family and the nation, two great forms 
of fruitful human association have flourished in Ev- 
rope as nowhere else. The families have built the na- 
tions, and the nations have built Europe. Now it is 
just these two principles that we see being derided and 
trampled upon by the new tyrannies in Berlin and Mos- 
cow. The nationality of the Poles is disregarded, and 
the homes of tens of thousands are destroyed as their 
families are uprooted and compelled to move in order 
to suit the temporary convenience of the present rulers 
of Germany and Russia. 

I know my countrymen and I am convinced that 
they treasure their Christian inheritance, even though 
there is a tug of war all the time between their Chris- 
tian ideals and the temptation to adopt purely secular 
standards. Yet I am bold enough to say that we, as 
well as other peoples, have traveled too far along the 
road of indifference to the love of our Creator and His 
Law. “Before all else,” writes Pius XII, “it is certain 
that the radical and ultimate cause of the evils which 
we deplore in modern society is the denial and rejec- 
tion of a universal standard of morality, a standard 
for individual and social life as for international rela- 
tions.” Numberless men and women have been led 
astray by a mirage of glittering phrases, such as prog- 
ress, emancipation from dogma, from outworn creeds, 
from Victorian prudery and the like. Thus they have 
come thoughtlessly to barter the truth which makes us 
free for error that enslaves, and have replaced the law 
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of Christ by fickle human wisdom. Words have lost 
their meaning. 

We talk much of a better Europe. A new Europe, 
founded upon justice, will not arise in the generations 
to come if we allow our children to be brought up with 
a materialist bias and deprived of knowledge of the 
Christian principles like the youth under Nazi control 
and under Bolshevism. I pray that such may never 
be the fate of the children of our beloved country. But 
our aspiration after a new world-order will be ineffec- 
tive unless education both in this country and elsewhere 
is built on a profoundly Christian basis. Without 
Christ in our schools we shall fight in vain for Chris- 
tian civilization. Therefore, let us see to it that our 
boys and girls, the hope of the future, grow up with a 
genuine knowledge of Christ which will influence their 
whole outlook upon life. A general acceptance of the 
meaning of moral terms, based upon the definite teach- 
ing of Christianity, can alone lead the peoples of Eu- 
rope to a permanent and mutual understanding. 

We English are noted for our readiness to compro- 
mise. But there can be no compromise on the first 
principles of right and wrong, no compromise between 
Christianity and the rival brands of anti-Christian 
tyranny. I must confess that a deep indignation fills 
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my mind when I think of the enslavement of more than 
eleven million inhabitants of the Polish State by Soviet 
Russia. The Poles are our fellow Christians. By a 
treacherous attack from behind they have been brought 
under the Bolshevist harrow. They are reliably re- 
ported to be suffering from those forms of persecution 
which have made our generation the era of unparalleled 
martyrdom. I consider it may duty to protest aloud 
against any persecution of the Christians of Poland, 
any persecution of Catholics and Orthodox, as I have 
protested in the past publicly and vigorously against 
the persecution of religious bodies in Nazi Germany. 
If there is nowadays such a thing as practical toler- 
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ance, then the crimes committed against the Christians 
in Russia and Poland and elsewhere are worthy of the 
strongest condemnation. No freedom can exist where 
tyranny holds sway. 


LIBERTY MusT BE OUR GOAL 


Liberty must be our goal, liberty which is not now 
possible in Russia and in Germany. The 37,000,000 
Catholics living under the Government of the Reich are 
constantly in my thoughts. They, and the members of 
the Evangelical Confessional Church, have been among 
the principal victims of the Nazi régime. And the 
worst feature of all is that the Christian parents have 
been robbed of the education of their children. They 
have been constrained to surrender their children 
wholly to the influence of the unchristian State. May 
they not be in danger of suffering further, of suffering 
even as the Christians of Russia have suffered and the 
Christians of Poland as we hear are now suffering? 

Pope Pius XI in the Encyclical Mit Brennender 
Sorge unmasked the guile and violence of the Party 
which for some six years has striven to monopolize the 
soul of Germany. I cannot forget the words that I 
heard from his lips on Christmas Eve, 1937. Address- 
ing the Cardinals, he said: “We must call things by 
their right names. We know that there is in Germany 
a grievous persecution, and more, that there has rarely 
been a persecution more serious, so painful and so dis- 
astrous in its widespread effects. This is a persecution 
in which neither the exercise of force, nor the pressure 
of threats, nor the subterfuges of cunning and artifice 
have been spared.” Listeners will observe that the 
leopard does not change his spots whether raging at 
home or stalking abroad. 

I sum up by suggesting a parallel to the existing 
position. Herod the Idumaean, “that fox” as Christ 
styled him, and Pontius Pilate made friends the day 
they crucified Christ our King. The crowd cried out: 
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ans “We have no King but Caesar; His blood be upon us 
the and upon our children.” Around the Cross stood a few 
ere lovers of the Crucified amid the mass of Christ-haters. 


The faithful of His followers, undaunted, carried the 
Gospel of the spirit to the ends of the earth. They 
preached the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount. 
10W They upheld God’s rights against Caesar when Caesar 
000 made himself an idol, usurping the throne of God. The 
are spirit not the sword shaped and will shape the happi- 
s of ness of mankind. 


ong Resurrection is by the return of the spirit. All we 
the who bear the Christian name, who enjoy the religious 
have freedom of the country in which we dwell, owe our 

They prayers from the heart for our brethren in less happy 

wet lands that they may rise again in the Peace of Christ. 

ay 

ring THE RULES AND THE CANONS OF MORALITY 

ese And we too have need of a return of the spirit to 

4 . 


newness of life, if we aspire to take our due part in the 
renewal or resurrection of Europe. Those rules and 
: canons of morality, which have been obscured in the 
e the prevailing darkness, should be made to shine more 
brightly as well on our domestic hearths as in our mar- 
kets and in our public halls, of council or of entertain- 













gs by ment. “It is not from the sword,” says Pius XII, “that 
many deliverance must come to the nations; the sword can- 
— not breed peace, it can only impose terms of peace. The 
0 dis- 





forces, the influences that are to renew the face of the 
earth, must spring from men’s hearts.” 





sution 







ossure Among ourselves there should be such searching of 
rtifice hearts as will ensure that personal and social justice 
at the shall bring us real peace within our own coasts. As 
ing at long as selfish regard for private interests overrules 





the common good, as long as our fellow men are looked 







isting @ upon by any individual or group as mere cogs in the 
Christ § industrial wheels, so long that peace which is the fruit 
. 7 of justice tempered with charity will be absent from 
id out: 





our shores. The enormous sacrifices we already have 
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to make should not prevent us from striving to secure 
employment and decent living conditions for all. No 
victory abroad—no victory abroad will compensate for 
unhappiness and strife at home either now or in the 
years after the War. 

Charity, love of our fellowmen in God must be the 
ever-present guide in the re-direction of a world that 
has gone astray from its Shepherd. And charity should 
reach out even to those we now call our enemies, for 
they also are sons of the “One God and Father of us 
all, Who is above all and reaches through all and dwells 
in all of us.” 

We implore our merciful Father by the Grace of 
Christ which changed Saul into Paul, to turn the hearts 
of His children from hatred and war to brotherhood 
and harmony. 


* * * * 


The war in Europe, terrible though it be, is but 
the logical working out of the ideals and principles that 
have animated nations and peoples for the last few 
centuries. 

God has been gradually ignored and neglected, for- 
gotten and denied. God has been put out of the world 
He created. God has been put out of the hearts and 
souls that were made to His image and likeness. Spir- 
itual ideals and principles have been neglected, and 
men have lived a natural, material, worldly life. And 
this is its natural, logical result. What else can we 
expect without God in human life? What else could 
we expect without spiritual principles and spiritual 
ideals?—Most Rev. John J. Mitty, D.D. 
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Keeping the Peace in the 
United States 
FRANCIS X. TALBOT, S.J. 

Reprinted from Thought, June, 1940. 


A NATIONAL spirit of peace between the citizens of 

the United States is as desirable as peace between 
the members of an individual family. And the tolera- 
tion of views that leads to peace in families and smaller 
units of organization is equally necessary for the na- 
tion as a whole. A basis for peace, however, is more 
easily arrived at in the family, in the fraternal or re- 
ligious society, in the trade or commercial or profes- 
sional association, than in the union of citizens that 
is called a nation, or in the federation of people under 
one government, and one flag. 

For the United States is not homogeneous; its in- 
habitants differ one from another as all the nations of 
the world differ one from another, as races are sepa- 
rated ; they are blocked off, one from another, with re- 
ligious fences; they are split according to occupations 























and wealth; they exist on varying scales ‘of education 
and culture; they are horizontally divided according 
to sections and localities, some of which are industrial, 
others agricultural. 

There is, nevertheless, a kind of pervasive homo- 
geneity that keeps the nation one and undivided. This 
derives from the Constitution and the American tradi- 
tion of government, from our 160 years of history, 
from the natural and instinctive need for some sort 
of pariotism, from the mere fact that people occupy- 
ing the same land should in some way be united. It 
is confirmed by what may be called a standard of liv- 
ing or a mode of life. There is an American homo- 
209 
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geneity that is attained through shower-baths, low- 
priced radios and frigidaires, economical tickets for 
movies, sports and country clubs, vacations for all, ade- 
quate bus and rail facilities, together with reasonably 
priced automobiles, and a living wage. Such factors 
as these, governmental, economic, social, in a major 
degree, and ideological, racial, religious, in a minor de- 
gree, merge to constitute the United States a nation. 

Such an analysis as the above does not indicate that 
I have an exaggeratedly high estimate of the cohesion 
of the United States as a nation. It would seem to 
mean that I do not believe the fabric of our national 
life is closely and untearably woven, that the chain of 
our continued existence is unbreakably interlocked. It 
might even be concluded that I am somewhat cynical 
about our vaunted internal destiny and our continued 
external supremacy among the nations of the world. 
To a certain extent, the charges would be true. I have 
far less faith and confidence in the United States, 
writing now in the year 1940, than I would have had 
if I were writing in the year 1910. For, thirty years 
ago, it was not a difficult task to keep peace within the 
nation. And with peace, a federal unity, a common 
destiny, a national glory. In these years, it is ques- 
tionable whether or not a stable peace can be main- 
tained. 

The virtues of democracy may possibly be the weak- 
ness of the democratic system. The vices of totali- 
tarianism may be utilized for the strength of dictator- 
ship. I am in favor of the virtues of democracy and am 
opposed both to the virtues and the vices of authori- 
tarianism, unless that has the clearly visible and au- 
thentic stamp of Divinity upon it. Among the virtues 
of democracy is that of free speech, of which I ap- 
prove. But every one must admit that free speech, as 
it is generally interpreted, may not promote public 
peace. It permits a free outpouring of ideas, and that 
is good, or a free emission of excess steam, and that is 
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safe. But it does stimulate free dispute, and free con- 
troversy, and may lead to a free for all fight. 

Freedom of speech enables the atheist to destroy 
society as it permits the religious teacher to strive to 
bind society together. It encourages the radical agita- 
tor to blast apart the economic structure, as it allows 
the capitalist to defend his properties and the laboring 
man to increase his share in the profits. It offers an 
opportunity to the teacher of immorality to spread his 
doctrines, as it grants protection to those who advocate 
a strict adherence to the moral code. It aids the agent 
of Communism or Nazism or Fascism to propagandize 
his particular ideology, as it does not prevent the pro- 
ponent of democracy from championing the virtues of 
democracy, including that of free speech. 

It delimits itself with words. It does not carry 
over into action that is equally free. Free speech may 
be most incendiary, but freedom to speak stops with 
an incitement to burn down a factory. It may arouse 
emotions against a race or a religious group to a boil- 
ing point, but it cannot actually promote the orgy of 
scalding a Jew, a Catholic or a Negro. It may point 
the way to a change of government, according to Euro- 
pean models, but it cannot sponsor violent methods of 












liquidating the government. Freedom of speech ceases 
when it surges up into action and comes into conflict 
with peace and order. 

There seems to be little hope of keeping the peace 
of speech in the United States. There are too many 
citizens who characterize themselves as Liberals. Now 
the ill-named “liberal mind” is a mind in chronic oppo- 
sition. It aspires to differ from the majority opinion, 
from the sheer joy of being different. It nurtures a 
scorn for common sense because it is common. It as- 
sumes superiority of wisdom because the Liberal must 
ilways be superior. It is suspicious of logic and is, 
therefore, never logical. It flourishes through its di- 
versity. It is, in a way, identical with the very simple 
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and utterly innocent type of mind; it can be swayed 
by slogans and catch-cries. The liberal mind is liberal 
because it swallows anything that is pseudo, particu- 
larly, pseudo-liberalism. And so, there can be no true 
peace in the United States until the large minority of 
our citizens abjure their aspiration to talk with a 
liberal mind. 

As for actual peace in act, that depends on our law 
courts and our police system. Despite the frightful 
scares of the Nazi bunds and the Communist coups 
and the Brooklyn suspects of sedition and conspiracy, 
there is no immediate danger of a civil war. Despite 
the strikes and sit-downs and lock-outs, there is no 
need, just now, to run to cover because of riots. De- 
spite the increase of anti-Semitism, there is no intima- 
tion of a pogrom. Despite’ the riding of the Klan in 
automobiles and on bicycles, the Catholics may safely 
go to Mass on Sunday. 

Nevertheless, within our United States, there are 
elements seething which may disrupt our national 
peace. These are political and governmental, are eco- 
nomic and social, are ethical and ideological, are re- 
ligious and racial. With the freedom we have, these 
essential differences have room to expand. With the 
inboring possible and guaranteed, these forces may 
produce an explosion. With the world about our coun- 
try in conflict, with the European war drawing nearer 
to our shores, and with the Pacific Ocean being aban- 
doned to us to protect for the white race, with Mexico 
being properly prepared for American intervention, 
we have a feeling that keeping the peace within the 
United States, and preserving the peace of the United 
States, may be a trifle difficult. 
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What Price War? 


Dr. CHARLES CALLAN TANSILL 


Address given by the Professor of History, Graduate School, 

Fordham University, at the annual Communion Breakfast of 

the Holy Name Society of the Church of St. Joan of Arc, Hotel 
Roosevelt, May 19, 1940. 


eay the whole world stands at a great cross-roads 
and the decisions that will be made within the next 
few weeks may well control the history of mankind for 
several centuries. Our chief concern in this present 
day crisis is the role that America should play. Most 
Americans are opposed to a policy of intervention in the 
struggle that is now raging in Europe, but there are 
some voices that loudly counsel immediate participation 
in a new crusade to make the world safe for democracy. 
These voices often speak with an official accent so posi- 
tive in tone that an increasing number of Americans 
are casting aside their former convictions and are now 
ready to abandon our historic policy of neutrality. The 
question that is uppermost in every American mind at 









this time is the ancient but very pertinent one—What 
price war? 

The devastating effect that a war program would 
have upon American national economy is apparent to 
anyone who cares to scan the items in that budget of 
bankruptcy. The “great parade of 1917” cost America 
$100,000,000,000—one-half of our national wealth at 
that time. This great financial burden was assumed 
when the national debt of the country was so small as to 
be relatively non-existent. Thanks to this condition of 
tational solvency, America could take on the Titan’s 
task of setting the world aright. The ill-success of this 
213 
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essay in idealism was manifest during the Peace Con- 
ference of Versailles where our noble Allies in the 
World War showed their deep knowledge of American 
statesmen by changing the spelling of Uncle Sam into 
Uncle Sap. The tragic part of the story is that the 
Allies knew more about spelling than most Americans, 


WooprRow WILSON AND WORLD PEACE 


With the figure of Woodrow Wilson constantly be- 
fore them, it is not strange that our associates in the 
World War were easily convinced that America is the 
land of European opportunity. As early as 1915, Sir 
Edward Grey, the British Foreign Secretary, realized 
in order to draw America into the war on the side of 
the Allies it was necessary merely to hold before the 
President’s dazzled eyes certain glittering generalities 
that would command his wrapt attention. World peace 
ensured through international collective action, was the 
brightest phrase in the entire vocabulary of Lord Grey, 
and it so fascinated our poetic President that he grew 
lyrical over its possibilities and was determined to 
make it his own. In 1916 it became so familiar to him 
that he flaunted it as his own formula, and finally con- 
sented to a secret treaty with England in order to give 
it a world setting. 

But this British-born formula for world peace could 
be carried out only through the entry of America into 
the war on the side of the Allies, and in order to ac- 
complish this object the President would have to over- 
come the strong opposition in a large majority of the 
American people. The manner in which he achieved 
his purpose carries a present day moral for every 
American who is now interested in keeping America 
out of the European conflict. Moreover, it should be 
remembered that our present Chief Executive was the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy during the Wilson Ad- 
ministration, and upon several occasions he has voiced 
his warm admiration for the Wilson program. 
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on- HOUSE-GREY AGREEMENT 

the It is now apparent that this program was a pattern 
can for war rather than an outline of peace. The President 
nto was thoroughly familiar with the fact that the Ameri- 
the can people were overwhelmingly opposed to any par- 
ans, ticipation in the World War, and he knew that his elec- 


tion in November, 1916 would be possible only upon 
a platform of peace. In defiance of this popular aver- 
be- sion for war, he gave his approval to a secret agree- 
the ment with Great Britain and he disarmed the fast- 
the growing suspicions of his policy by openly announcing 
Sir that he stood resolutely for peace. On March 7, 1916 
‘ized he called Senator Stone to the White House and encour- 
le of aged him to give out a newspaper statement to the ef- 
. the fect that the President was determined to keep America 
ities out of the World War. On this same day, the President 
yeace then secretly instructed Colonel House to inform the 
s the British Foreign Office that America was ready to re- 


rrey, spond to a British call to assistance with reference to 
prew peace terms that he knew Germany would not accept. 
1d to I shall not attempt to explain the reasons why the 
» him President’s words did not match his action. His most 
 con- ardent defenders have failed in this regard. The im- 


| give portance of the incident lies in any possible parallel 
that might exist today. 

could We have had repeated assurances that President 
Roosevelt has no thought of involving the United States 
in the present struggle in Europe. There were similar 



































over- assurances from administration officials throughout the 
yf the § period from 1914 to 1917. We have been informed that 
lieved § Our armament program during the past few years has 
every § for its chief purpose the protection of American fron- 
nerica § tiers, but there is now a disturbing rumor that one of 
ild be § our frontiers may have been moved to France. We have 
as the | been glibly told that America is not bound by any se- 
m Ad- § cret agreement to any European power, but this assur- 
voiced ance merely calls to mind the House-Grey Agreement 





of February 22, 1916. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S WAR POWERS 


Of one thing we can be certain. If a President of 
the United States is determined to involve this country 
into war, he is able to do so, despite all the anxious en- 
deavors of a pacific Congress to restrain his war-like 
ardor. Under his war powers the Chief Executive can 
insult foreign nations without any effective restraint 
from Congress and he can employ both the Army and 
Navy in belligerent operations without the consent of 
Congress. President McKinley sent troops to China at 
the time of the Boxer Rebellion without any legislative 
warrant and President Wilson sent the American fleet 
to Vera Cruz in 1914 on a definite belligerent errand. 
If serious internal difficulties had not absorbed Mexi- 
can energies in 1914, it is almost certain that the Amer- 
ican bombardment of Vera Cruz would have led to war 
with that country. It is this power of the President 
over the armed forces of the U. S. A. that is the most 
serious menace to the maintenance of our present pro- 
gram of peace. 

During the past few weeks the Department of State 
has repeatedly warned the government of Japan about 
the danger of any move to change the status quo in the 
Far East. This warning has particular reference to 
the Dutch East Indies, in which British capital has large 
investments. In the event that the Japanese Govern- 
ment decided to “protect” these Dutch colonies in the 
same manner that Great Britain is extending assistance 
to the people of Iceland, the American Government, in 
order to save its face, will have to send its fleet to dis- 
tant Pacific waters in an effort to dislodge the Japanese. 

Needless to say, such action means war even though 
the American Congress has not voted in favor of any 
declaration to that effect. It is through this little un- 
derstood exercise of Presidential powers that America 
can be drawn into the present war in spite of the strong 
opposition of the majority of the American people to 
participation in quarrels outside of this hemisphere. 
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COLLECTIVE SECURITY 


It must not be thought, however, that the Presi- 
dent’s belligerent inclinations are looked upon with dis- 
favor by all Americans. Ever since President Wilson 
plunged America into the World War there have been 
many influential Americans who have fervidly sub- 
scribed to the principle of collective security. Accord- 
ing to these loud-lunged publicists, it is imperatively 
necessary to abandon the historic policy of American 
neutrality. Indeed, neutrality is a word they have taken 
out of their vocabularies as one that has immoral impli- 
cations. America, they aggressively assert, cannot in- 
sulate herself from the troubles of the world. All na- 
tions are responsible for the maintenance of world 
peace, and America, because of her power and influence, 
is one of the main pillars in this new structure of inter- 
national solidarity. 

In other words, America is to cast aside the pattern 
of peace that has made her a great nation and is to 
adopt a design for war that has repeatedly brought Eu- 
ropean civilization to the verge of destruction. The 
war-like features of this European plan as made mani- 
fest when we consider the fact that a highly civilized 
nation like France has been engaged in war during 
three hundred and sixty-seven of the last seven hundred 
and thirty-nine years. Napoleon once said that war is 
one of the “industries” of France. Shall the lives of 
American soldiers be sacrificed to make this French in- 
dustry successful? 












During the last decade American statesmen have 
shown an increasing desire to follow the dangerous 
paths of world politics. Secretary Stimson bent every 
effort to make the principle of collective security the 
most important item in his foreign policy. Armed with 
an overwhelming sense of righteousness, he scanned the 
broad horizons of the world in search of treaty vio- 
lators, and the yardstick with which he measured every 
deviation from the paths of peace was the Kellogg Peace 
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Pact, which he nearly translated into an alliance for 
war. 


AMERICA UNPREPARED FOR WAR 


The role that Secretary Stimson seemed most to en- 
joy was that of a common scold. The nations of the 
world were called sharply to account for any dereliction 
that came before his inquisitive gaze and America be- 
came an international busybody with a long nose that 
continually sniffed into every odor of wrongdoing that 
came from all the corners of the world, but this role of 
common scold carries with it certain dangers. Nations 
get tired of repeated denunciations of their conduct 
and at times they consider certain types of replies that 
cannot be classed as pacific. Stimson was constantly 
inviting sharp blows from the nations he held up to 
world scorn, but he was fatuous enough to believe that 
these nations would always answer his verbal attacks 
with mere words. Although our military armaments 
were rapidly declining in strength and efficiency, he 
believed that as long as he was clad in the shining 
armor of righteousness he was safe. This habit of de- 
nunciation was quickly caught by President Roosevelt 
and Secretary Hull. Certain nations have been warned 
in unmeasured terms that their actions are not in ac- 
cordance with American interpretations of interna- 
tional law. The unmistakable implications of these 
notes is a very simple one. Unless these wicked nations 
change their modes of conduct, America will compel 
them to adopt an American design for international 
living. 

This is a very large order which would involve 
America in countless wars in both hemispheres. Is 
America ready for such a task? In this regard the 
daily press is enlightening. In many editorials and in 
a large number of special articles there is one fact that 
is being placed before the eyes of the American people. 
The recent Administration has spent more than eight 
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billions of dollars upon a program of national defense, 
and yet this country is shockingly unprepared for war. 
Our army and our navy would have great difficulty in 
defending America from hostile attacks, and yet the 
Administration has deliberately adopted a policy that 
may soon lead us into a desperate struggle both in Eu- 
rope and in Asia. 

Some military critics are distinctly fearful of the 
results that might attend such encounters. But even 
if America were successful in these far-flung ventures, 
the staggering financial burden of such a war would 
probably lead to national bankruptcy and to a radical 
change in the political and social fabric of our nation. 
The plans that have been adopted with reference to the 
conduct of this nation in war time are along the lines 
of the dictatorships abroad. If the pattern of democ- 
racy is inapplicable in time of war, will it be considered 
worth while when America is endeavoring to emerge 
from the shadow of economic despair that will inevi- 
tably follow any involvement in the present war? 


AMERICA’S FIFTH COLUMN 


The most alarming feature of the recent day situa- 
tion is the unceasing and bold activity of the American 
“fifth column” that constantly works to sabotage our 
time-tested policy of neutrality. Behind the mask of 
international idealism these political termites are busily 
boring into the foundations of American nationality, 
and they would gladly sacrifice our national greatness 












upon the shabby altar of collective security. 

It is high time that American patriots wake up to 
the dangers that threaten the destruction of our coun- 
try. America has been great because it has been able 
to pursue a policy of peace while Europe has been wast- 
ing its strength in numberless wars. Democracy has 
thrived here because it has offered hope and abundant 
living to every man, but this march of democracy has 
not been in keeping with any European tune that would 
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have slowed its cadence and broken its ranks. Ameria 
has been and must remain a continent that is essen. 
tially free from European bombs that would stifle our 
progress. The idealism that has been such a motive 
force in American development should never be sur. 
rendered for a pessimism born of age-old rivalries in 
Europe. 

As one looks down through the years, it is apparent 
that America is unique among the nations of the world, 
There is no other country that could have given the 
doctrine of democracy the vitality and the authentic 
air that has assured its life in a war-weary and disil- 
lusioned universe. If this American experiment fails, 
it can never be repeated in future years. The genera- 
tions that are to come will never be able to gaze across 
a troubled ocean to a continent of opportunity that con- 
stantly beckons to those adventurous spirits that seek a 
new world of unlimited promise. 






* * % * 


It is part of the technique of the world revolution 
to pretend that the Christian Churches are the allies 
of finance capitalism and as such oppressors of the 
poor and the enemies of human dignity. If we are not 
good Socialists, we are told, we must be evil-minded 
and acquisitive capitalists. The truth is, of course, 
that a good Christian, well grounded in Christian s0- 
cial doctrine, can be neither the one or the other, any 
more than he can set up a god of his own called liberty, 
equality or peace, and worship it to the exclusion of 
man’s first consideration, which is to serve God.— 
Douglas Jerrold. 
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